
 

 
 

 

Facts Are Not Enough: Shavuot and the Necessity of Narrative 

Sulam Texts: Shavuot 2018/5778 

 
1. Vayikra 23:15-16. 

 

 ּוְסַפְרֶּת֤ם ָלֶכם֙ ִמָּמֳחַר֣ת ַהַּׁשָּב֔ת ִמּיֹום֙ ֲהִב֣יֲאֶכ֔ם
ֶמר ַהְּתנּוָפ֑ה ֶׁשַ֥בע ַׁשָּבתֹ֖ות ְּתִמימֹ֥ת ִּתְהיֶֽיָנה׃  ֶאת־עֹ֖
ָּמֳחַר֤ת ַהַּׁשָּבת֙ ַהְּׁשִביִע֔ת ִּתְסְּפרּ֖ו ֲחִמִּׁש֣ים יֹ֑ום ד מִֽ  ַע֣

  ְוִהְקַרְבֶּת֛ם ִמְנָח֥ה ֲחָדָׁש֖ה ַליהוָֽה׃

And from the day on which you bring the sheaf of elevation 
offering—the day after the sabbath—you shall count off seven 
weeks. They must be complete: you must count until the day 

after the seventh week—fifty days; then you shall bring an 
offering of new grain to the LORD.  

 
● How many days are we commanded to count from the biblical holiday of Pesah to the biblical holiday of Shavuot? 

● Based on a contextual reading of the Torah, why do you think we are specifically commanded to count each day? 

 
2. Rabbi Zedekiah ben Avraham Anav, Shibolei Ha-Leket 8:236, in N. Leibowitz, Studies in Vayikra , Vol. 2. 

 

The Midrash asks: Why is Shavuot the only Festival fixed by a count of days?  Because when the children of Israel 
were told of the approaching deliverance, they were also told that they would receive the Torah fifty days after the 

Exodus...Israel, in loving anticipation, counted the days which, in their eagerness to receive the Torah, seemed to pass 
slowly.   Hence the counting of the days was commanded for all generations. 

 

● Why does the Shilbolei Ha-Leket argue that Shavuot is the only holiday defined by a specific number of days? 

● What is the emotional significance of counting towards a liminal event like the giving of the Torah on Shavuot? 

 

3. Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb, in N. Leibowitz, Studies in Vayikra , Vol. 2. 

 

You have celebrated the Fear of your Liberation and remembered before your God your independence, living in your 
land and eating its produce.  You have therefore reached your freedom and the benefits of independence, the very 

goals all nations aspire to.  You, however, are but on the threshold of your calling as a nation, and have started 
counting the days to the attainment of another goal.  The Torah expresses the command of the omer counting in the 

following terms: “From such time as thou begins to put the sickle to the corn, shall you commence to count seven 
weeks” (Devarim 16:9).   When others cease to count, you begin your counting. 

 

● How does Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch see the counting of the omer as a metaphor for achieving great goals? 

● What is the leadership lesson that we can draw from Rabbi Hirsch’s interpretation of the counting of the omer? 

 
4. Bill George, True North: Discover Your Authentic Leadership, 14-15. 

 

The difference with authentic leaders lies in the way they frame their stories. Their life stories provide the context for 
their lives, and through them they find their passion and inspiration to make an impact in the world. Novelist John Barth 

once said, "The story of your life is not your life. It is your story." In other words, it is your story that matters, 
not the facts of your life. Our life stories are like permanent tapes playing in our heads. Over and over, we replay the 

events and interactions with people that are important to our lives, attempting to make sense of them and using them to 
find our place in the world.  

 

● What connection can be drawn between Bill George’s concept of leadership stories and the counting of the omer? 

● What is a challenge your kehilla faces where you can use Bill George’s approach for the power of story?  

 

Final Question: How might you use Shavuot as an opportunity to focus less on the granular details of the 

challenges facing your kehilla and more on the larger story you want to guide your community into the future? 

 


