
 

 
 

 

Betting on the Future: Purim and the Power of Future-Oriented Memory 
Sulam Texts: Purim 2019/5779 

 

1. Megillat Esther 9:26-27. 
 

ְראּו֩ ַלָּיִמ֨ים ָהֵאֶּ֤לה פּוִרים֙ ַעל־ֵׁש֣ם ַהּפּ֔ור ַעל־ֵּכ֕ן  ַעל־ֵּכ֡ן קָֽ
ה־ָראּ֣ו ַעל־ָּכָ֔כה ּוָמ֥ה ִהִּג֖יַע  ַעל־ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֖י ָהִאֶּגֶ֣רת ַהּזֹ֑את ּומָֽ
ם׃ ִקְּימּ֣ו וקבל [ְוִקְּבלּ֣ו] ַהְּיהּוִדים֩ ׀ ֲעֵליֶה֨ם ׀ ְוַעל־ַזְרָע֜ם  ֲאֵליהֶֽ
 ְוַע֨ל ָּכל־ַהִּנְלוִ֤ים ֲעֵליֶהם֙ ְולֹ֣א ַיֲעבֹ֔ור ִלְהיֹ֣ות עִֹׂש֗ים ֵא֣ת ְׁשֵנ֤י

 ַהָּיִמים֙ ָהֵאֶּ֔לה ִּכְכָתָב֖ם ְוִכְזַמּנָ֑ם ְּבָכל־ָׁשנָ֖ה ְוָׁשנָֽה׃

26.  For that reason these days were named Purim, after 
pur. In view, then, of all the instructions in the said letter 

and of what they had experienced in that matter and what 
had befallen them,  27. the Jews undertook and irrevocably 
obligated themselves and their descendants, and all who 
might join them, to observe these two days in the manner 

prescribed and at the proper time each year. 

 
● Who is obligated to observe Purim?   For how long must Jews observe Purim? 
● Why is it important for Megillat Esther to command one generation and generations to come to observe Purim? 

 
2. Adele Berlin, ed., The JPS Bible Commentary: Esther, Esther 9:27, 91. 

 

These verses are concerned with the establishment of Purim for all Jews and for all time.   Here the feeling is especially 
strong that the author is writing from a vantage point removed from his story and is eager to emphasize that this new, 

non-Torah holiday should take firm hold. 

 
● What are some reasons the author of Megillat Esther would be emphatic that Purim should be observed forever? 
● What is the lesson of Purim such that people would need to observe the holiday for all generations? 

 
3. Kedushat Levi (Kedushat Purim 1), in Speaking Torah, Vol. 2, ed. Arthur Green, 206. 

 

The holy Zohar teaches that the Day of Atonement is called Yom Kippurim (ke-Purim), “a day like Purim.”   The light of 
Yom Kippur is like that of Purim.    As of Yom Kippur, that which has passed is all negated; now you are pure and the 

accounting begins anew...The true illumination of Yom Kippur is that of acquiring a new heart to serve God, “so that we 
cease the oppression of our hands and return to do the decrees of Your will.”   So too on Purim, the past is negated and 

now we accept anew the yoke of God’s Torah and commandments. 

 
● What connection does the Kedushat Levi draw between Purim and Yom Kippur on a linguistic level? 
● How does this connection relate to the larger messages about Purim as an opportunity for growth? 

 
4. Annie Duke, Thinking in Bets: Making Smarter Decisions When You Don’t Have All the Facts, 231. 

 

Life, like poker, is one long game, and there are going to be a lot of losses, even after making the best possible bets. 
We are going to do better, and be happier, if we start by recognizing that we’ll never be sure of the future.   That 

changes our task from trying to be right every time, an impossible job, to navigating our way through the uncertainty by 
calibrating our beliefs to move toward, little by little, a more accurate and objective representation of the world.    With 

strategic foresight and perspective, that’s manageable work.  
 

If we keep learning and calibrating, we might even get good at it. 

 
● How can we connect the role of Purim in our lives with Annie Duke’s concept of navigating through uncertainty? 
● How must leaders balance the uncertainty about the future with the remembrance of what gives them purpose? 

 
Final Question: How might you use Purim as an opportunity to remind your community about past moments that 

can inspire you to navigate the choppy waters of the Jewish present and future? 

 


