
 

 
 

 

Can We Fight Fairly?   Pesah and the Power of Courageous Conversations  
Sulam Texts: Pesah 2019/5779 

 

1. Pesah Haggadah, “Story of the Five Rabbis.” 
 

 ַמֲעֶׂשה ְּבַרִּבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר ְוַרִּבי ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ְוַרִּבי ֶאְלָעָזר
 ֶּבן־ֲעַזְרָיה ְוַרִּבי ֲעִקיָבא ְוַרִּבי ַטְרפֹון ֶׁשָהיּו ְמֻסִּבין

 ִּבְבֵני־ְבַרק ְוָהיּו ְמַסְּפִרים ִּביִציַאת ִמְצַרִים ָּכל־אֹותֹו
 ַהַּלְיָלה, ַעד ֶׁשָּבאּו ַתְלִמיֵדיֶהם ְוָאְמרּו ָלֶהם ַרּבֹוֵתינּו

  ִהִּגיַע ְזַמן ְקִריַאת ְׁשַמע ֶׁשל ַׁשֲחִרית.

It happened that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Joshua, Rabbi 
Eleazar ben Azaryah, Rabbi Akiva, and Rabbi Tarfon were 

reclining in Bnei Brak and were discussing the Exodus 
from Egypt throughout the night, until their students came 

and said to them: “Our masters, the time to recite the 
morning Shema has arrived.”  

 
● What we can learn from this text about how the early rabbis conducted their Pesah Seder? 
● What contemporary lesson can we draw from reading this text at the Pesah Seder? 
● Do you notice anything interesting about the names of the rabbis chosen for this text? 

 
2. Maharal of Prague, in Eliyahu Kitov ed., The Heritage Haggadah, 122-123, “Until their students came.” 

 

The Sages did not intend to stay up all night speaking about the Exodus, for on holidays, one is supposed to go to 
sleep at night, as part of the mitzvah of enjoying oneself on the holiday. Rather, they were so happy to be performing 
the mitzvah of speaking about the Exodus, and were so absorbed in it, that they did not feel any fatigue, and the night 

passed without their noticing it.  

 
● Does the Maharal think that the rabbis in this passage intended to stay up all night?   Why or or why not? 
● How does the Maharal see this passage as an object lesson in the power of meaningful conversation? 

 
3. David Arnow, PhD, Creating Lively Passover Seders, 49-50. 

 

Perhaps the authors of the Haggadah wanted to teach us a subtle but important lesson by fashioning a story that would 
reunite the five Rabbis at the Seder year after year.  The compilers of the Haggadah created a scene of harmony to 
repair the fractured relationships among the sages, particularly between Joshua and Eliezer…The Seder is a night 

when all questions are welcome.   The Seder is a time for renewing sundered relationships and interrupted dialogue 
over the toughest questions.   Even the skeptical “wicked” child and the banned Rabbi Eliezer participate in the Seder. 

The Seder is a table from which none should feel excluded. 

 
● How does Dr. Arnow see the Pesah Seder as a chance to repair relationships through conversation? 
● What is one example of a fractured relationship in your life where Pesah offers the opportunity to strengthen 

previously strong ties? 
 

4. Douglas Stone, Bruce Patton, and Sheila Heen, Difficult Conversations, Kindle Locations 336-340. 
 

Delivering a difficult message is like throwing a hand grenade. Coated with sugar, thrown hard or soft, a hand grenade 
is still going to do damage. Try as you may, there’s no way to throw a hand grenade with tact or to outrun the 

consequences. And keeping it to yourself is no better. Choosing not to deliver a difficult message is like hanging on to a 
hand grenade once you’ve pulled the pin. 

 
● How do these authors see difficult conversations as unavoidable?  
● What is one example of a difficult conversation your congregation needs to have in the next ninety days?  

 
Final Question: As we approach the Pesah Seder, how might you use this time of year as an opportunity to 

encourage people in your congregation to speak about the unsaid things that need to be brought to the surface, 
so that your community might find a new pathway to thriving? 

 


