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THE ELECTRONIC EDUCATOR-

A weekly update of information for you and your school!
A service of the NJ Region USCJ Dept. of Education
Michelle Rich, Director of Education and Youth Activities
Nita Polay Levin, Field Worker
Lisa Harris Glass, Executive Director
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June 10 One-Day Conference
Birchat HaChamah
New Directors' Institute
Yom Ha'Atzma'ut Ceremony
Preschool Corner
Kar Ben News
Torah Aurah Bulletin Board
Combing Through My Files
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Something Different! New Presentations!

* Presentation, consultation and display by TERRY KAYE, of
BEHRMAN HOUSE PUBLISHERS
* DR. SHOSHANA SILBERMAN, presenting techniques from her new book,
ACTIVE TEACHING TECHNIQUES
* SETTING UP A QUALITY HEBREW HIGH with RABBI RON ISAACS,
creator and director of one of the best in the region
* WORKSHOPS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATORS with CARYN BRUCKHEIMER
*TEACHING PRAYER THE "4MAT" WAY, using SIDDUR SIM SHALOM with
ALEX WEINBERG, author of Siddur Sim Shalom, Remix 2.0
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Birchat HaChamah: The Blessing of the Sun



Every 28 years, the Jewish Community celebrates the return of the sun to its original place in the
heavens the the precise time and day of its creation. This celebration is called Birchat HaChamabh.
The next time we mark this moment is APRIL 8, 2009, which also happens to be erev Pesach and
thus the siyyum of the firstborn. Has anyone thought of an interesting ceremonial way to share it
with their students? Inquiring minds want to know!

If you have something planned (for ANY age group), please share it with Nita at Levin@USCJ.org.
We have a few suggestions if you have none, but, we are always looking for more ideas!

Check out what’s new from the USCJ Book Service at:
https://secure.uscj.org/bookservice/
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Youngsters can celebrate and learn about the sun's return to the spot it occupied at the time of Creation.An occurence that
happens once every 28 years.
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Shalom, Colleagues.

If you are an Education Director or Director of Congregational Learning with less than two year's experience, thisis the
opportunity you've been waiting for. Each summer, the New Directors' Institute (NDI) is sponsored by United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism to provide reflection, learning, resources and strategies in all areas of educational leadership. And the
real payoff: it comeswith ayear of coaching.

This 3-day workshop has been shortened from previous years which makes it far more affordable than in the past. But we
will get in al the information of past NDI workshops with follow-up through conference call or web conferencing, and then
monthly interaction through call-ins with your NDI colleagues. Best of all, you know you are not flying solo, but have the
support of the Conservative Movement and its educational |eadership keeping you aloft. The brochure contains feedback
from this year's class, who can attest to what they gained from the experience.

If you are new to your position, please download the brochure and registration, and return it by e-mail or snail mail with
payment. Thisisawonderful use of your professional development budget. My contact information is below and on the
forms.

If you are a veteran educator, but know of a Conser vative colleague who would benefit from NDI, please feel freeto
forward the information. Participants need be affiliated with USCJ synagogues.

Should you have any questions about NDI, I'll be glad to answer them. | look forward to hearing from you.
Susan E. Wyner

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

North American Consultant for Synagogue Education

wyner@uscj.org
440-473-3165



Shalom, Chevre,

Jewish educators from all streams and movements continue to be saddened by the closing
of CAJE's doors. This community of learning and enthusiastic sharing of good educational
practice and resources will be missed.

As promised in a previous message, the attached surveys were created by the
USCJ Department of Education in order to determine the needs of Conservative educators. By
completing the survey that applies to your position, the Education Department will better
understand how we can be of service to you as we move forward in this challenging economy.

The Survey Process:

If you are an Education Director or Director of Congregational L ear ning, we encourage you to
complete the survey below, and sharethe url for teacherswith your staff. The morewelearn, the
better our opportunity to provide the pre-service and in-service that will support your work.

The surveysare short, and will only take a few minutesto complete.
The Education Director Survey can be found by clicking:
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228V SK TWPES

The Teacher Survey can be found by clicking:

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?p=WEB228V SL CWPQL

Thank you for your assistance.
The Department of Education,
The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Susan E. Wyner

LEGACY
HERITAGE
FUND

LIMITED *

Dear Colleague:

Legacy Heritage Fund Limited is pleased to offer a remarkable programming opportunity for
your synagogue and community. Aswedid last year, we will be making available, via satellite
and without cost, the opening ceremony of Yom Haazmaut, Israel Independence Day, in
Jerusalem.
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This deeply moving ceremony is dedicated annually to 12 individuals who
have made outstanding contributions to Israeli society at large. Thisisan
opportunity to see and appreciate the vibrancy and creativity of an Israel that is often neglected,
and will celebrate the 100th anniversary of Tel Aviv. The televised ceremony, which will have
English subtitles, could be a program in and of itself, or the springboard for awider discussion
for you community. The ceremony will be televised in the US on Tuesday, April 28th at
8:00pm EST.

If you are interested in being part of this special evening, please reply to this email or send a
message to Marci Karoll at Legacy Heritage Fund as soon as possible to MK aroll @I hfl.net.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Marc Margolius

PRESCHOOL CORNER
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Dear Colleagues and Friends -

The quote at the beginning of this week's issue of Chagim Supreme says it al! "Passover begins on Purim!"
Many have traveled from Persia to Egypt with no rest stops in between! | am suggesting some ways of
considering presenting and learning about Pesach that might slow the pace to allow for more discovery and
wonder by the children and more intentional thinking by the educator. Here's the link!
<http://sajes.org/ChagimSupreme.php>

Enjoy!
Shahhat Shalonm & Shaviia Tavl



srtopek@sajes.org
Wwww.sajes.orq
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|f you have not received this shiur, please contact Nita at
Levin@USCJ.ORG for a copy.

-BE

Kar -Ben E - Newsletter

‘ Quick Links \ Dear Nita,

Passover Books

Happy Passover!
What's New at Kar-Ben

Passover is a celebration of freedom as we gather at seders, recite
New 5770 Digital prayers, and eat symbolic foods, paying tribute to our ancestors

Calendar Now Available! who were once enslaved in Egypt. We tell the story of Moses, who

bravely stood up to the Pharaoh and led the Exodus out of Egypt.

WEB EXCLUSIVE! ; ;
Nachshon, Who Was Afraid to Swim

New for Passover 2009!

Get a FREE Sammy
Spider Plush Toy when
you order 10+ Sammy




Spider's First
Haggadahs!

Offer Expires: April 30, 2009.
One free Sammy plush per
order. Offer not valid for
wholesale accounts.

. Find us on
_'E Facebook

Kar-Ben is now on

Facebook! Check out our

fan page!

see what's right for your family!

We also have an array of picture books about the story of
Passover, as well as contemporary celebrations. Check out our
Passover category to see more!

Chag Sameach! Happy Passover from Kar-Ben!

Nachshon, Who Was Afraid to Swim

New for Passover 2009!

The biblical legend of the brave boy who was thefirst to step into
the sea when the waters parted for Moses will inspire children to
examine and deal with some of their own fears. A wonderful story
for Passover!

"Cohen succeedsin transporting the Exodus story to a personal
scale without robbing it of significance. Jago's highly
stylized...pictures are handsome and heartfelt...the pages feel
burnished by the forces of history and faith." - Publishers Weekly

"Cohen has successfully...embellished the midrash to create a
child-friendly picture book about overcoming fear, trusting in God,
and believing in oneself... A wonderful, unique addition." -School
Library Journal

Quick Macaroons

One of the many kid-friendly recipes from Matzah M eals!
Ingredients:

5 cups flaked coconut

1can (14 oz.) of sweetened condensed milk

1tsp. vanilla extract

1/ 2 cup chopped nuts of your choice

Preheat over to 350 degrees.

Combineingredients on large bowl, making sure they are mixed
thoroughly.

Drop teaspoon-sized cookies onto lightly greased cookie sheet.
Bake for about fifteen minutes.

Enjoy after your seder meal!

Celebrate Passover with Sammy Spider!

Here's a free download to get your little ones ready for Passover,
with Sammy's hametz hunt activity, a festive Passover pin craft,




and a maze through the Rea Sea!

For more Passover fun, check out Sammy Spider's Passover Fun
Book, one of our many Activity Books.

I mportant Reminders:
First Passover Seder: April 8
Passover: April 9-16

Having trouble viewing images? Please |let us know.

Questions or comments? Email us at publicity@karben.com
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Winning a National Jewish
Book Award

Torah Aura's
Now




Also, we're excited to announce that you can now find Torah Aura
Productions on Twitter. Check us out over at twitter.com/torahaura.

As always, keep up the good work and be in touch.

Kol tuv,

- Jane, Joel, Alan, and Josh

SPRING SALE

SeltPaced? Point & Click?
The Jewish Problemwith Programmed Instruction

by Joel Lurie Grishaver

There is a growing fantasy in Jewish education that everything will
be better if we only take the teacher out of the equation. This is
manifesting itself in the claim that low level computer exercises can
replace a day a week of Jewish learning. And it is leading to tools
like self-checking folders that students work their way through at
their own pace. What all of these hold in common is a reliance on
an old education technique, programmed instruction, which was
used mainly for industrial training and has mainly shown itself to be
a failure in general education.

Programmed instruction grew out of the work of B.F. Skinner, the
behaviorist who believed that learning was conditioning. In
rewarding students who get the right answer, students become
conditioned to repeat that answer. Programmed instruction sends
students through a series of frames where they (a) receive
information, (b) are asked about that information, and (c) are
shown the correct answer. In more sophisticated forms, there is
now a "branching" opportunity. If the student got the answer right,
they move on to the next frame. If they get it wrong, they are put
into a review loop.

The good news seems to be (a) the ability of each student to move
at his/her own pace, (b) a high rate of retention (at least in the
short term), and (c) the freeing of the class from the imposition of a
teaching doing bad "frontal" education. But most of the advocates
of programmed instruction, whether in software or folders, seem to
forget three things:

Read the rest...

News2Use:

Bibi, Eurovision, Rabbis, Kings
by Adrian A. Durlester

When Will Israel Have A New Government? Just ten days after
the elections which gave Tzipi Livni and the Kadima party 28
Knesset seats and Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud party 27 Knesset
seats, Israeli President Shimon Peres broke with tradition and
asked Netanyahu to form a government. Historically, the leader of
the party with the most seats was asked to form the new
government. However, after Prime Mister Olmert announced his
intention to resign, Livni was unable to form a new government




coalition, thus leading to the elections this February. Now,
Netanyahu's attempts to forge a broad coalition including the
centrist Kadima and left-wing Labor parties have failed. Prime
Minister-designate Benjamin Netanyahu said that coalition talks
are continuing and that discussing negotiations in public weaken
the party's standing. However, there is now widespread
speculation that Netanyahu will announce the formation of a very
narrow right-wing government next week. Some in Israel are very
concerned about a right-wing government. The parents of
kidnapped Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit are hoping that the outgoing
Olmert government can secure his release before their time in
office is up, and are fearful that a right-wing government will have a
more difficult time negotiating for Gilad's release.

Lots of resources on this story on the web, most notably at
www.jta.org, www.ynetnews.com, www.haaretz.com,

www.jpost.com.

For more current events for classroom discussion, click »

Awards Banquet

For the last few TAPBBs we've been bragging about What We
Now Know About Jewish Education winning a National Jewish
Book Award. Last week, the editors (Paul Flexner, Roberta Louis
Goodman, and Linda Dale Bloomberg) were honored -- along with
a number of other esteemed authors and editors of Jewish books -
- at the annual awards banquet and ceremony in New York. We're
very pleased to present some of the words that Paul and Roberta
shared with the audience that night.

From Paul's speech:

"Our exploration of Jewish education over the last 20 years raised
significant and critical questions for all of us engaged in the
educational process. With each new development, with each new
technology, teachers are challenged to incorporate the 'new' into
their practice; they have to make adjustments; and, they need to
constantly reflect on how to connect the 'new' with the traditions
and history of a 3000+ year old community that is now faced with
rapid change. As teachers, and all educators are teachers, we are
the ones who build the connections between the tools and the text,
between the lives of the students and the traditions of a people."

From Roberta's speech:

"So what is the book about? It should be obvious, it is a love story.
It is about the encounter between faith as represented by passion,
commitment, and vision and science with its tools of rationality,
statistics, predictability, and outcomes. All of this happens among
the main characters-researchers, evaluators, practitioners, lay
leaders, funders, and learners too-all who put their hope and trust
in Torah and God to assure that the Jewish people thrive in a just
and caring world."

To read the complete speeches, click here. For more pictures from
the event, check out our Facebook page.




COMBING THROUGH MY FILES:
96'': 7) . in earnest!!!
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Chocolate seders, walk-through seder ideas, a 2-minute seder,
ideas for awomen's seder, and traditional seders
Recipes lists of lunches for kids to take to school
Preschool activities preschool haggadah
Passover stories, plays, and riddles
MATZAH BAKERY
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Card games, puzzles, hand-out packets, lotto.
From Slavery, to Freedom
The Gold's Miss-matched seder (one of my favorites!)
Songs & parodies crafts graphics
Passover Parchesi  Fool Pharaoh (review)
How to teach the 4 Questions, the Passover Kiddush, the order of
the seder, the 4 Children

%

Feeling creative but need help designing an idea? Call us!

(Q0440400400000000040

KD these, and other ideas, contact Nita at Levin@USCJ.org




