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Pragident’s Messape; Yom Kippor 5768

We all have preparcd for this evening for well over 2 month now, During the month of Elul we spent time reviewing ont lives
this past year, taking a moral inventary and asking lorgiveness of fhose we have wronged, We natch]-atcd Rosh Hashanah, during .
which we expressed awe at our smallness before God and hope that God’s mercy will al}aw f_ur forgiveness and a chalfcc forus (o live
our lives more fully and well, And all this preparation brings us to what for many of us 1s, wnllmu'E donbt, the high peint :?f the High
Holy Days, Yom Kinpur, Now we ate going to fast in order to purify our bodies as we pray at services in the hopes of purifying our
souls, Tn particular, we have just convened before a court as we heard the haunting chant of Kol Nidre, the prayer fur‘whtch thig
service is forever knowi, Kol Nidre, words which are derived from the ancient Aramate, meaning “major fundraiser.”

I know that this speech is an uncomfortable and harsh intrusion into the intended spirit of the Haly Days. As this _is thf: anly
congregation T've ever really known, T don’t know the iraditions of oifiet congregations. 1 knew that the Holy Days have historically
been times for the selling of seats, aliyot and perhaps other particnlars of the synapgogue serviee in erder to raisc money for
congregational operations, So perhaps our deliberate intrusion into the [iirgy, necessary as perhaps it i5, al least sltan{:]s out as an
exception it out eltheryise thanldully epatitarian congregation, where wa don't dispense honors based upon contributions.

8o I thank you all in advance for bearing with me as T fuliil the duiy tmposed npon me as congregational president. T will
take advantage of that opportunity te ask for your support in a few minucs, However, I want to spend a little time describing my
personal adyssey and why T love congregaticnal life,

, 1 was born and raised in Prooklyn, New York in a time and place where heing Jewish came very easily. Tlived ina
neighborhoed built just for my parents® gencration; past World War 11 familics crealing their lives together, Kosher rtchers were
plantiful and synagogues, YMYWHAS and other markers of 2 typical Jewish neighborhoed sprung up all around us, Lifc was lived on
the front porchss of row houses, my parents talking to my Friends® parents across low railings. Or actually yelling acrass them,
because T remember that yelling was the normal tone of voice for most conversations when T was a child. T felt as thongh I cenid hear
my mom’s call, like a blast from the shofar, from 2 half-mile away against the wind whea she really needed to have me come home,
{Tckiah) “Ronnie,” (Teroah} “dinnet’'s almost ready, come on home,”

I didn't know it then, but tt was a very comfortable existence because we all took the ground vnon swhich we lived, our
neighborhood and our Jewish upbringing, for granted. Schools were clesed on High Holy Trays. My parents weren’t abscrvant and T
nevet auended High Holy Day services, though Twas reguired to dress up like my (riends who were forced to attend. They never
dizeussed the searet tituals that ook place at Temple, but I got the sense it didn’™t much matker becauss they never (alked abond it and
we all changed onr elothes and resnmed our games of stickbatl and handball as soon as we were allowed,

I moved away at the age of sixtezn to aftend college and T never really wenl Back, T graduated college and medical schoel, did
my residency and feliowship, fell in Jove and married, crealed a family and was very happy in my fife, sentling here in Santa Resa. |
never missett my childhood home, nor did T think much about my iife tn Brooklyn.

And T never intendad 1o explore or raise my children to experience Judaism.

The full blams for oy initial return to Judaism belongs to my wile. Mot Jewish herself, she insisted that our children know
about Judaism and expericnce being in a Jewish community, T imagine myscll walching a $%ers game as Ellen told me she wanted to
etroll Ryan at the Jewish NMursery School. T figured she must know what she's doing. Aller all, she rescarched norsery schools, and
probably picked the best gne in the community, I prabably saied “}re.s“ witliont much thought,

T will retuen to moy story shortly.

Imel hen Tzzy is a local sloryteller, and a Favorite of anrs when gur boys were younger. You may have heard 1his siney before,
But Twant to tell it anyway, though very briefly. He telis of a king who had Four daughters, He decided to ge away for a leng period of
time and, as a going away present, gave each of his daughters a grain of Hee. Each of the danghters pondered this gift in her own way
and, many years later, the king returited and asked each of his daughters to see the gifi that he gave her. The first daughter proudly

produced a pendant inta which she had inserted the grain of rice to show how much she had valued it. She gave quite a show as she
detailed the exqitisite finery of the pendant she had commissioted. “Oh", said the king,

The second daughter gaid, “Wait 2 moment”, and went up to 4 closet to retrieve the grain of rHee, Sha tald har father hosy she

wanted to ensure no ong would steal this precious gift, so she kept it hidden away fram anyone’s sight, Now she conld tell him of her
pood deed. 0L, said the king,



The third danghter disgustedly said that this was just a grain of plain old white rice, “How fmiish to l\:},vf lreiltedtit s
anylhing but what tt was. So T immediaicly ate it at the fitet dinner afier vou left, So here's anothet one ipstead.” “Oh", said Lhe king. -

The fourth danghéer told the king that she didn’t have the grain of rice at all. Angrily, he asked her what she qid with it. ?.ha
said, “T pave it a great dea! of thought and dida't know quite what to da.” And then she brooght her father to nulargn _wmdnw quk%ng
out over the pakaee grounds, and there he saw the targest, most beautiful field of rice he I_md ever cncauptcrcd. I_ﬂecadcd to plant it,
nurture it and cultivate it so that oue people eotld benefit from your gift until your retum.” And she received the king's blessing to rule
gver hig kingdom,

Ellen didn’l realize it that day, or perhaps she did and didi’t tell me, bt she planted a grain of rice that day while [ was asway,
so (o speak, She cultivated a Tewish upbringing far our children, not only by enrolling each of cur sons in Mursery Sqlzhnul, bk then
patticipating in the lifg of the schiool. She learncd simple prayers and songs, presenting them on Fridays so all the children could have
a 1aste of Shabbat, When Twent, anly Lo support the chitldren of course, T got canght up tn the joy 1hat was being shared in the toom,
We staried celebrating Shabbat, at least in the evening, at hone.

Tn the years thal have followed, many of you, probably unaware of if, have planted and cultivated sceds which have enriched
my life and trangformed my heart, to paraplirase our congregational mission statement. T will give fust a very few gxamples of how
youl have helped to da so.

ftern: A family here In attendance (ook it upon themselves to invite us to Passover seder, For theim, no doubt, they
considered this a mitzvah because they take the living of the commandments to heart. They barely kuew ns at that time, but we joined
ticir family, three generations strong, aronnd the table and heard the siory tolel and nte 2 sumpuous meal. My family had ahvays
ended Passover with the four questions being asked, nover answered, Grateful, Ellen helped create a Passover Sader adapted to
families with young children that is still sumetimes used by s at the table and has heen used here, We tnvike guests who are new to
the community ot to such an experience every year, if possible,

ftem:  Ona of our sons suffered from strabismns, crossed eyes likely inberited and which risks blindness in ene cye from
disuse if not surgically correctad, As parents, we knew we had to foree our son to have this sizrgery, but were terrificd to discuss it
with him. Tn the preschool he had a teacher with an eye condition whe spoke to him regularly about her and his condilions, so that one
day he came home and told us he was ready to bave this aperation. Ta this day, our son has an inncr couTage and strength no donbt
drawn in part from this woman,

Ttem: The congregation ereated a havural program and we joined so that onr children can meet other children their age.
One of the members was always involved in congregaional work. As chair of the Religious School committee she casualiy askad me
if T was tnterested. T had never done any sich work before and didn't want to volunteer, But T both liked and admired her and so wenl
1o 2 meeting, | became a committes member and task oo special projects such as facilitating the creation of the Tikn Shofar services.
Cme {hing led to another, and hers [ stand before you now as your president.

Her U never forgive!

Iem:  Ryan was training for his becoming a bar mitzvah and T wanierd to help him in his training. A cengregant tapk me
under his wing, helped me to learn the trope, or musical notation, for the haftarah and Torah, which T had never learned ar had long
since forpntten in ty awn religians school traiving. T rediscovered that T love to sing and have singe regularly chanted hafiarah and
have learned to love onr Shabbat moming services, atwhich T get a lot of opporhenitiss to sing my bhearl one.

I'm sure it is my voice that keeps soma of you from coming to Shabbat maming servizes repularly. However, yon'll have to
endhire me apain lemorrow morning when Tehant hafiavah,

I have no doubt that my life is deher, that my rice Hield, 5o to speak, Nourishes bocause of the seeds planted and cultivated by
s0 many of vou sitting here today. T love congregational life becanse at its best it provides that fertite soil and other conditions

nccﬂissm}r For us to give the best of ouraclves and create opportunitics, just by being fally curselves, to enrich our lives and transform
ounr nears,

‘ We hﬂ}re mumerous parts of entry into the life of this congrepation, from nutsery schosl through Frisndship Civele, (tom the
library ta our gtt:l shop, frmr? prayer setvices (0 Social Action, fram havurot 1o meditation. I hope that each of yon can give the bost of
yourself to our viflage and give yoursell the opportunities to be eariched and transformed in ways you may never have imagined.



1 now want to cvake another image appropriate to thig cvening in patticutar, Later durir}g the evening scr:.rice we wiil recite
e ki hinah khatdomer prayer. This is the only time during the lituegical year that we recile this prayer. I you wish 1o see it, you
may um ko pages 394-3 50 you may know to what prayer ['m referring. We call up very beautiful analogies for our relationship wilh
our Crealar, who fashions ns, We ara compared to ¢iay in the fand of & potter, iron in the hand of a blacksmith and so en.

T want to confess to you, hiowswver, that T have a little bit of iroubie with the images tnvoked. The varions materials genetally
ars unformed and given full shape only after lormed by God. As a paychiatrist T know we arc born with enduring temperamental
feamres, not blank slates as often thaught. T know that this is a quitble because you can argue back that Godl fashions these individual,
innate temporamenis as well,

In any casc, [ want to provide what for me works as an ideal matetial for who we are and our relationship with Ged. I would
{ook io see ud A8 jowels, already formed to some degrec, but perfected by polishing and ather fashioning. Jowels are precious and each
of us is precions, no matter how much polishing we may need. I like this image becanse it gives beauty to the mitzvah to “love your
neighbor as yourself”, becanse if T can envizion each of ug as a precions jewel, [will do my utmaost {0 treat you with care, atiention and

value.

Al its best, congregational life compels peaple of varying ages, interests, and beliefs to commune together to help heal the
world, so ko speak, by our joint actions, To borraw from the Rabbi, who helped me with thig, even the frictions that develop are for the
sake of heaven, in tat we change the shape of our evolving congregation and influence each other becanse of our mutual caring and

COMCCIT.

I also like another feature of this particnlar analogy, The prayer siates that we ask God to recall the eavenant on Monnt Sinai
and show mercy. 1 like to see the English word “jewel” as comprised of twa syllablas, “Jew” is each of us, and “EF is the Hebrew root
for God, We, as jewels, are truly sparks of the Divine, God in us. And, if yau will, the word then invokes the inseparable unian
between God and us thrangh our covenani, which guides cach of our precious lives, At its best, congregational life is Giod's vehicle
far helping ns to polish and fashion each of our lives while striving for petfection individually and as a community.

Ifyou get a chanes, read the st of values that are displayed on the svindows cutside this room tenight You have wisely
yoted these into eir congregational hy-faws, We already live these values and we can always do better, daking fhem a constant,
conseions part of out lives will help us ta fulfill the covenant, snstain our Jeswish heritage and help heal the world, eur world. By deing
50, we will become ever more precious, individnally and tegether.

1 mentioned earlier that T never went back to Brooklym afier I left at ape sixteen. That's not exactly true., Last year T visited
frty old neighborhood with my family during out brip to New Yotk on vacation, The neighborhood that T knew swvas gone. Yes, the
homes were still there as well as the incredibly stinky multi-billion dollar scwage treatment plant nearby, However, it is peopled by
maty different ethnie grotps including Kareans, Russians, and Chinese who I'm sire intoract with cach other, but who make this a
place very different from my childhood, Thangh reflecting the glory of America at its best, welcoming ali peopic and giving them
frecdam and spporiunity, it also was sadl to see the loss of that coherent comitmnity witich helped nuriure me.

My prrenis and many of their age mates have "made aliyalt” ta Florida, the Promised Land, “Mext year in Miami”, as weall
say at ihe cnd of the seder sach Passover.

Wae bive here in a heterogencous community as a Jewish minarity. The synagoguc canipus is not at the center of our
neighbarhood. Therafore, ot price for mainlaining the covenant and this community is vigilance, The mest obvious hreats come
(rom thoss vielent. acts inttiated by cowardly, disturbed loners or small groups of peaple who bave only hatred as companions. The
mare sublle threat. theugh, comes from complacency and lack of appreciation for the value of communal life, Like my neighborhood
in Braoklyn, time and lack of attention here can cause our communtity ta dissolve or beeame a place that doesn’t provide novrishment
Lo our souls.

We constantly tlsk becaming jewels scatiered among the sands, ignared, rather than fashioned Logether as a beautiful crown,
cach jewel esseniial for its design.

So noew T get (o make the necessary piteh. We have incurved extraordinary expenses already this liscal year to provide
temporary and necessaty secutity for our children, surselyes and our facillty in the wake of the recent assanlts and contiming (lireats,
magnified by the tnflated value given to the fact of the secolar milleninn's approach. We need to continne sur effnrls to improve
secutity in measvred, reasonable ways, But this addresses the need for vigilince apainst only external (hreats,



We additionally necd to strengthen our programs and have snfficient resources to achieve the goal of replenishing out
operating reserves and implementing the priority items we essentially agreed upon at the last Metbarship Meeting, Daoing o throigh
all our cfforts will help maintain and strengthen our community So we don't scatter. :

1 am personally grateful ta those of you who already have pledged amonnts over and above your annual membership
contsibution in order t© help achicve these goalz and preserve our cominily. Your vigilance and dedication give mc hope far the
furure,

Each year we actually budget a goal for this Kol Nidre, this anmual major fundraiger, As you inspect your cavelope for the
silent appeal you will note the actual amount we rajsed last year, which s the budgeted amount for this yeat, However, T asked that we
also enclose the amount I hope we can achicve this year to mect our gbligations and strengthen our commumity.

Plense note that volunicers ate circulating amongst you in order to collect your pledges. [will now be silent and let you nake
your decigion in silence.

May we all be inseribed and sealed for a goad tife this next year, Thank you.

pees Koo Wash
C A8



